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WSWA Wins SP Grant
Warm Springs Watershed Association was awarded a
Stream Partners grant on November 14, 2014. Alana
Hartman, Basin Coordinator for the Eastern Panhandle,
presented the check to Kate Lehman at the January 28th
Board of Directors meeting at the Earth Dog Café.
This grant to WSWA was one of only 22 Stream Partners
grants awarded across the state in 2014. The $5,000 will be
used for work that will redirect stormwater at Greenway
Cemetery. This grant supplements the $50,000 National
Fish and Wildlife grant awarded to the Town of Bath in
2013 for best management practices in the cemetery.
This grant will install the following green stormwater
control practices:
1) Conveyer Belt Diversion Breaks are used on low
traffic roads to divert water off the road surface. It consists
of a piece of used conveyer belt bolted to treated lumber
and buried in the road.
2) Berms are formed by maintenance practices and road
erosion. Removal of the berms will encourage sheet flow
into surrounding land areas rather than the concentrated
flow into the unnecessary ditch created by the berm.
3) Bio-Swales are a form of bioretention used to partially
treat water quality, attenuate flooding potential, and
convey stormwater away from critical roadways.
4) Green Does Not Mean Grassy is a plan to restore
weathered shale areas using various species other than turf
grass. Groundcover will benefit water quality, decrease
runoff, and reduce sediment deposition.

A

Annual Meeting
April 15, 2015
WSWA became a 501c3 organization with an elected
Board of Directors and by-laws in 2012. This is our third
annual meeting since that vote of approval by our
membership. We hope you will join us to hear about the
many accomplishments made in 2014 and our plans for
2015. The meeting will be held at the Board of Education
Headquarters on Williams Street, beginning at 7:00PM.
Membership and Dues: Dues run the calendar year and
are now due. If you want to vote at the annual meeting,
you must be a member in good standing and that means
that your dues are up to date. You can pay online (address
on the bottom of the page) or send a check to Andy Swaim
at PO Box 757, B.S., WV 25411. Dues are $10 per person.
Business Membership Campaign – Our special
presentation will be a discussion of the business strategy
we are working on to engage local businesses in becoming
responsible watershed partners. We hope to establish a
first-of-its-kind program in the state that will encourage
businesses to participate in a tiered watershed protection
program.
Volunteer of the Year – Jeff Hankey is a science teacher
at BSHS and has made a tremendous contribution to
WSWA with his focus on how to encourage students to be
interested in the watershed. He was instrumental in
coordinating the installation of the educational kiosks in
the Widmyer wetlands.
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Quarterly Highlights
Fecal Coliform Monitoring Update – Cacapon
Institute has been doing ongoing monitoring to
determine if there is a constant presence of fecal
coliform bacteria in the section of the Run between
Berkeley Springs High School and the Country Inn.
At this point there are no conclusive results. Cacapon
Institute’s results are recorded in their report entitled
“Supplemental Fecal Coliform Monitoring for
WSWA,” December 1, 2014.
Town of Bath Green Infrastructure and WSR Streetscapes is currently working on a project with
two stormwater improvement components: (1) New
sidewalks will be installed along Washington Street
when the water line is replaced this spring. While the
area is torn up, green infrastructure stormwater BMPs
will also be installed. (2) The State Park has agreed to
a second component on the west side of the bridge
over Warm Springs Run. Currently, there is no
drainage system to carry water that overflows from
trucks that collect water. As part of Streetscapes and
companion road construction, the state has agreed to
replace the old pavers with new ones on a foundation
with proper storm drainage. Thrasher Engineering is
under contract to do a study that will identify future
sites in the watershed where green infrastructure
BMPs can be installed.
Home Heating Fuel Accident Update – Since the
spill into the Run of home heating fuel this past
October, the Environmental Protection Agency and
the West Virginia Department of Environmental
Protect have monitored the stream on a regular basis
to determine whether fuel continues to leach into the
Run during precipitation events. Most recently the
WVDEP collected core samples of soil in several
areas between the site of the spill and the Run. While
the official results are not yet back to the Morgan
County Office of Emergency Services, there is good
reason to believe that clean-up efforts have been
successful and that the Run is no longer being
contaminated as a result of the spill.

President’s Perspective by Kate Lehman
It seems as if many of the insults inflicted upon the
Run are beyond the control of individual friends and
members of the watershed association. At times I
personally feel powerless to protect the Run. Recently,
however, I had an idea about something we can do.
With the turning of the year I resolved to walk or run a
minimum of 10,000 steps a day. One of my usual
routes has me walking a short distance along
Winchester Grade Road. From a strictly aesthetic
point of view I hate seeing how much trash litters the
ditches on both sides of the road. My distress is
heightened with the knowledge that much of that trash
will blow into the tributary to the Run that flows
parallel to the road. And my distress is heightened
even further with the knowledge that come the Makeit-Shine (MiS) event in April, I will be wading in 40
degree water pulling much of that trash, now
waterlogged, out of the Run.
At the most recent WSWA Board meeting we decided
to hold a pre-Make-it-Shine event in March, whereby
we’ll pick up trash along some of the tributaries to
Warm Springs Run. The DoH has agreed to collect
this trash.
We have yet to decide on a location or a date, but
when we do, I hope you will join us. I can almost
promise that the event will be more comfortable and
less taxing than wearing waders and struggling to stay
upright in the rain-swollen waters of the Run. And
should the scheduled MiS event be rained out, as it
has been in the past, we can take comfort in the
knowledge that we did our part to prevent trash from
collecting in the Run.
Now, if only we could find a way to convince those
who litter to take their trash home, where it can be
disposed of properly. Until that miracle of
consciousness takes place in our county, let’s do what
we can to show pride in our community and to protect
the Run.

Kate
Follow us at http://warmspringswatershed.webs.com
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WSWA – Working at Home and for the Bay
By Tim Rowland
Originally published by the Bay Journal News Services and reprinted here by permission.

Warm Springs Run begins in a logged-over marsh near a
trucking terminal in West Virginia’s Eastern Panhandle.
Eleven miles later it empties into the Potomac River,
170 miles northwest of the Chesapeake Bay. The creek,
hardly more than a dozen feet wide, will inspire no
poets, and it supports no canoeists or fishermen to
champion its cause.
Through its brief existence from source to mouth, the
creek is subjected to a number of indignities – fuel spills,
erosion, ham-handed dredging, failing septic tanks,
fertilizers and, quite literally, the contents of kitchen
sinks. Many years ago, the Town of Bath thought it
expedient to run a sewer main smack down the middle
of the creek bed; it was easy, no rights of way or ditchdigging equipment required.
This is what the Chesapeake Bay is up against – minor
tributaries that lack the fan base of major rivers, or wild
scenic streams, but whose waters, taken together,
significantly impact the downstream habitat.
But just because they’re small doesn’t mean that these
streams don’t have their defenders. In fact, the Bay has a
somewhat invisible army working in its defense. In the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, there are between 600 and
700 associations that watch over streams like these.
They are mostly staffed by volunteers who keep tabs on
water quality, fight pollutants and get the word out that
every babbling brook makes a difference.
The Warm Springs Watershed Association has planted
hundreds of trees along the creek banks, and constantly
monitors the water for contaminants. A few miles to the
east, the Sleepy Creek Watershed Association keep tabs
on a small river of the same name, and to the west the
Cacapon Institute – formed to protect the wild and
scenic Cacapon River from development – does the
same.
The associations’ work frequently overlap from stream

to stream, and associations protecting larger rivers
frequently spawn smaller associations to guard the big
river’s smaller tributaries. They work in partnership with
conservancies, Riverkeepers, foresters, conservation
districts and other environmental concerns, all with
different turf but common goals.
Taken as a whole, associations help form a protective net
over the Bay’s 64,000-square-mile watershed, one that’s
maintained largely by volunteers, many of whom are
retirees, teachers or nature junkies. Often far away from
big industry and factory farms, these small associations
have their own set of challenges, said Kate Lehman, a
retired Unitarian Universalist minister and president of
Warm Springs Watershed Association.
Away from metro areas, sound stream management is not
always understood, or even if it is, it’s frequently ignored.
Lehman cited a recent clearcut of forestland on the flank of
the run, one that will lead to more runoff and
sedimentation. “There is no long-range picture of how it
will affect the stream or the Bay, it’s a question of whether
I can make money off of this now,” Lehman said.
And for small-budget organizations, there are the
frustrations that come from knowing something’s wrong,
but not having the wherewithal to do much about it. Fecal
coliform levels in Warm Springs Warm spiked late last
year, but without means to track down the source, the best
that can be done is to keep watch to see that the problem
doesn’t escalate.
But there is progress, too. In June, West Virginia signed on
to the updated Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement
aimed at reducing nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment,
meaning more help for localities, both in terms of money
and expertise.
And the WSWA is taking its message to the schools,
helped by an engaged group of science teachers and the
continued on page 4
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WSWA continued
fact that the creek runs through the local high school

campus.
To the community, the run was seen as half dead
zone, half breeding zone for pests. So science
classes went out and began lifting rocks in the
creek, which exposed salamanders, turtles and
frogs. Informational kiosks went up explaining to
parents that water snakes were in fact harmless,
and that mosquitos; indiscretions might be
forgivable if we think of them as food for
inhabitants of the wetlands’ ecosystem.
On a recent afternoon, a bald eagle soared over
the highland separating the watersheds of Warm
Springs Run and Sleepy Creek. Two decades
ago, sewage and industry waste was still being
pumped directly into the run, there were no
eagles. Nor would students have found aquatic
life under the rocks. Progress is slow, but it’s
happening. With the work of the watershed
associations and their compatriots, other species
will return as well, and life downstream will be
rejuvenated. For the unsung volunteers who
devote untold time to these groups, that’s glory
enough.

http:// warmspringswater
shed.webs.com/
We encourage you to go to our website
to see the new features, including the
calendar and the option to pay dues
and make donations with PayPal
online (we are Going Green by Going
Paperless) and to encourage you to
register on the site. Staying connected
with our membership is critical to our
continued success.

Sign Up now as 2015
memberships are due!!

__________________________

WSWA Officers and Board Members
President: Kate Lehman 304-279-0717.............goldfairy39@gmail.com
Vice President: Betty Harmison.........................................304-258-1088
Secretary: Susan Jones.304-258-6122..............wvbagend@frontier.com
Treasurer: Andy Swaim........................................39anteros@gmail.com
Norman Dean....................................................deannorm@frontier.com
Jeff Hankey.........................................................jeffhankey@gmail.com
Larry Lower........................................................larrylower@yahoo.com
Rebecca MacLeod……………….………………pendle35@gmail.com
Tim Rowland………………………..…………mountain.rat@me.com
Bob Wurster……………………………………..wursterb@gmail.com
Michael Brooks (Web Master)………………..jm.brooks1@gmail.com
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